Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.054; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.2.
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Comment
The expansion of the field of metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) of predetermined structure depends on the judicious choice of new linkers and nodes of appropriate coordination algorithms (Ockwig et al., 2005) . Rigid polydentate N-donor ligands are typical linkers employed in such a work. N,N '-bis(pyridin-3-yl)-2,6 -pyridinedicarboxamide, with a rigid conjugated clamp-like configuration, is a convenient bridging ligand for the syntheses of cyclic complexes (Qin et al., 2003; Baer et al., 2002) . In this work, we selected this ligand as linker, to generate the new title coordination complex, and we report herein its crystal structure.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound ( Fig. 1) contains one-half molecule and an N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF) molecule, where the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. The Hg II atom is four-coordinated by two N atoms from two ligands and two Cl atoms in a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry (Table 1) 
